
Coming Soon to Hanover: The ‘Sharrow’

What is a ‘Sharrow’? 

The ‘Sharrow’ (shared lane arrow) is a bicycle route 
designation on streets that help motorists and 
bicyclists share the road safely.  It helps bicyclists 
position themselves in the lane away from parked 
cars and reminds motorists that they are on a bike 
route and must share their lanes safely.  

Why are we doing this?  
 
Hanover is working to be more bike friendly.  Bicy-
cling is healthy, reduces traffic congestion and is 
good for our environment.  Yet many people resist 
riding their bikes because they are worried about 
safely riding with cars and trucks.  Experienced 
bicyclists also find that some drivers do not give 
them adequate distance on shared routes.

What should I do on a bike route that has a Sharrow?

Bicyclists:  Ride along the alignment suggested by the Shar-
row.  That’s it!

Motorists:  Drive a safe distance from bicyclists.  Stay be-
hind bicyclists until there is room to pass.   Effective January 
2009, New Hampshire Laws require drivers to maintain a safe 
distance between their vehicle and a bicyclist.  A driver must 
maintain at least a 3-foot distance between their vehicle and 
a bicycle if they are driving 30 mph or less.  An additional one 
foot of distance is required for every additional 10 mph of 
vehicle speed. 

Where will I see the first Sharrow in      
Hanover?  

The first Sharrow will be on Lebanon Street in 
front of Hanover High School between South 
Park and Crosby streets.  This will be a demon-
stration project, so please let us know what you 
think.

Have other communities used Sharrows?  

Yes, many other communities are using Sharrows.  
Research shows that they help bicyclists and 
drivers travel more safely.  The Sharrow has been 
adopted into the California Manual of Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) http://www.
dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/signtech/mutcdsupp/pdf/
camutcd/CAMUTCD-Part9.pdf)  and is included 
in the Federal Highway Administration’s draft 
MUTCD.  For more information, check out the 
Hanover Bike-Ped Committee blog.

 

Cyclists ride along the center of the Sharrow 
and motorists pass when safe.

Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Do you have an idea to help bicyclists and pedestri-
ans in Hanover?  

Contact the Hanover Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
(http://hanoverbikeped.wordpress.com/ ).




