
Draft Minutes  
Hanover Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee (HBPC) 

Hanover Library 
May 21, 2009, 4:00 PM 

 
Meeting Attendees:  Committee Members: Doug Deaett, Scot Drysdale, Tom Linell, 
Roger Lohr, Hugh Mellert, Bill Young. Guests: Barbara McIlroy. Recorded by R. Lohr. 
 
1. Call to order 
Hugh Mellert called the meeting to order at 4:15 PM 
 
2. Minutes Approval 
A motion was made by Bill Young and seconded by Doug Deaett to approve the May 
7, 2009 minutes of the Hanover Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee. The motion was 
passed unanimously. 
 
The Committee discussed whether the second HBPC meeting was supposed to be focused 
on projects and spill over issues. There was a question about whether “official business” 
such as approving meeting minutes should be reserved for the regular monthly meeting. 
 
3. Business Discussed 
A. Prouty Table and Educational Initiative 
The committee discussed staffing an info table on the evening prior to the Prouty (7/10 
from 4-8 PM). About 5 people have volunteered to staff the table. Ideas to attract people to 
the table included: 1) painting a sharrow from the registration area exit door to the info 
table; 2) hanging a bicycle; 3) having sharrow t-shirts created; 4) having a guitarist sing B. 
Young’s sharrow ballad. 
 
Topics that should be covered at the info table include: Sharrows, the HBPC and inviting 
people to participate; HB-1203 (3 foot rule); Bicycle Commuter Act; the HBPC blog. Each 
topic would have limited focused info quip that would be created on a cheat sheet for the 
HBPC staff. Materials that could be used at the table include the sharrow poster; sharrow 
info flyers; Don’t Be A Road Hog brochure: existing or special “Share the Road” stickers 
made for the HBPC; blog card to distribute that has the URL; poster of a “super sharrow;” 
Hanover bike maps. 
 
With regard to the Educational Initiative, Hugh and Doug will be speaking with Julia 
Griffin to find out how much funding will be available and when the HBPC can acquire the 
funding for conducting an educational campaign. Roger Lohr described the campaign 
preparation whereby the committee could prioritize the topics that would be covered in the 



campaign (similar to the ones covered at the Prouty info table). Secondly, the committee 
could review the details associated with the tactics (survey, PR, flyers, etc.) to reach the 
widest swath of public through the media. A bike consultant would be helpful (for example 
with developing the questions of a survey) so that the committee does not need to do so 
much leg work. Roger has already spoken with Maria Robins of Norwich, (she is a survey 
expert and has helped with the school Parent Survey) and she has agreed to help with the 
survey project.  
 
B. Sharrow Demo Project 
It was expected that Peter Kulbacki was going to call when he was ready to paint the 
sharrow demonstration on Lebanon Street (from Crosby to the COOP). Doug has contacted 
the Spectator. It was thought that the painting will not be done until after Dartmouth 
graduation (June 12-15). The committee is expected to interview people (motorists and 
cyclists) on Lebanon Street to collect input about the sharrows after they are painted. 
 
C. Blueprints 
The committee discussed posting the blueprints for Lebanon Street and South Park on the 
blog and town Web site. There was an extensive discussion about the South Park details 
and whether anything would be done in front of Leverone Fieldhouse. 
 
Jonathan Edwards, Hanover zoning administrator has informed the HBPC that the Capital 
Improvement Plan funding includes bike lanes. This is an ongoing process but it was 
recognized that the HBPC has been asked to look at the CIP. The committee is now 
interested in seeing where the bike lanes are projected in the Hanover Improvement Plan to 
see how it compares with the mapping routes that have been done with Chris Lowe. 
 
Hugh Mellert has sent an LTE to the Valley News (written by Roger Lohr) to respond to 
the previous LTE about bicycling in the area. 
 
D. Maintenance on Hanover Roads 
The committee discussed whether it was a good idea to develop a list of roads that require 
maintenance for bicycle travel (sand, broken pavement, weed removal, etc.) There was 
discussion about using the blog to announce such issues and how often to deliver a list to 
Peter Kulbacki. It was suggested that anyone could send a comment to the blog about any 
bike-related issues in Hanover. The committee also talked about taking the initiative and 
cutting weeds. Finally, there was support for three-season bike lane maintenance but the 
committee felt that clearing winter roads was a bit of an excessive request because there 
are so few bicyclists and so much snow. 
 
E. Enforcement 



The committee discussed how to go about encouraging the police to enforce laws. This is 
one of the 5 e’s in the application for the Bicycle Friendly Community status. There was 
support for initiating a discussion with the town manager, select board, the police, and 
Dartmouth security. It was suggested that a bike consultant could help find what other 
communities have done to enforce laws related to bicycling prior to beginning discussions 
with town officials. There was interest in having Dartmouth College communicate to 
freshmen about bike laws (such as not riding on sidewalks and against traffic). Laws 
pertain to cyclists (kids wearing helmets, pelotons riding 4 abreast) and also motorists (3 
foot rule). 
 
F. Select Board presentation 
It was suggested that the HBPC should go to the Select Board on June 15 to 
present a follow up to the guidelines project that would cover the bicycle 
master plan. One issue that should be incorporated is the educational 
initiative because the Select Board had requested such a program be 
undertaken. It was recommended that the sharrow poster be brought to the 
Select Board meeting, blueprints of Lebanon Street and South Park, and the 
Educational RFP. It was suggested that the HBPC members that planned on 
presenting to the Select Board conduct a rehearsal for the committee at the 
June 4 meeting. It was also suggested that HBPC members speak with some 
of the Select Board members prior to the June 15 Select Board presentation. 
 
The committee also discussed preparing a warrant for the next planned town 
meeting (to deal with the water treatment plant issue) to attain use of the 
alternative transportation funds. 
 
G. Pedestrian Issues 
Barbara McIlroy asked the committee about why it was so bicycle-centric. 
She is interested in streetscapes, plantings, and pedestrian orientations that 
dissuade vehicular traffic. The sidewalk fund has been cut. There does not 
appear to be a sidewalk inventory or process for constructing sidewalks in 
Hanover. Some issues previously discussed by the HBPC include a bench 
project on sidewalks around Hanover; the planned/postponed Park and Ride 
on Route 120; the trail from Gile Tract homes; and the newly considered 
projects on the Girl Brook. 
 
It was suggested that Barbara spearhead and focus on some of the pedestrian 
issues in a subcommittee. Roger Lohr will send some contacts to Barbara 
regarding pedestrian issues including Virginia Beggs, Ethan Berke, and 
Carol Weingeist. 



 
4. Adjournment and Next Meeting 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:02 PM. The next meeting of the Hanover 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee is scheduled for June 4. 
 


